2. Extend Mercy to Others: As recipients of God's
mercy, we are called to show mercy to others.
Matthew 5:7 says: “Blessed are the merciful: for
they shall obtain mercy.”

Forgiving others as we have been forgiven is a practical

way to reflect God’s mercy in our lives.

3. Live in Gratitude: A life lived in gratitude for God’s
mercy is marked by worship, obedience, and a
desire to share the good news of His mercy with
others. Psalm 103:2-4 reminds us to bless the Lord
for His benefits: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; Who
redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth
thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies.”

Conclusion:

God's mercy is available to all who seek Him. It is

abundant, enduring, and transformative. No matter

where you are in life, God’s mercy invites you to come
to Him, to be forgiven, and to experience His loving
kindness.

Isaiah 55:7 invites: “Let the wicked forsake his way, and

the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return

unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
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The Mercy of God

Introduction: In the midst of life’s challenges and our

human frailty, one truth stands out in the Bible: God is

merciful. His mercy is a defining attribute of His

character, offering hope and forgiveness to all who

seek Him.

What is Mercy?

Mercy is compassion or forgiveness extended to

someone, even when punishment is deserved. In the

biblical context, God’s mercy is His compassionate love

toward us, forgiving our sins and offering salvation,

though we are undeserving. God's mercy is continuous

and never-ending, renewed each day for those who

seek Him.

Examples of God’s Mercy

1. The Mercy Shown to Israel: Throughout the Old
Testament, God demonstrates His mercy
repeatedly to the people of Israel, despite their
constant rebellion and sin. One of the clearest
examples is found in Exodus 34:6-7, where God
reveals Himself to Moses: “The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin...”

Even when Israel turned away from Him, God

continually called them back, showing His long-

suffering mercy.
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2. The Mercy Seat: In the tabernacle, the mercy seat
was the covering of the Ark of the Covenant, where
the high priest would sprinkle the blood of the
sacrifice once a year on the Day of Atonement. This
was a powerful symbol of God’s mercy, pointing
toward the ultimate mercy shown through Jesus.

The mercy seat represented God’s provision for

atonement, sparing the people from the judgment

their sins deserved.

3. Jesus Christ, the Ultimate Expression of Mercy:
The mercy of God reaches its pinnacle in the New
Testament through the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Christ's sacrifice on the cross was
the ultimate act of mercy, offering forgiveness to
all who believe in Him.

4. The Parable of the Prodigal Son: One of the most
profound illustrations of God's mercy is found in
Luke 15:11-32, the parable of the prodigal son. The
father’s response to his repentant son
demonstrates the mercy of God toward us. Luke
15:20 shows the father's reaction: “But when he
was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him.”

No matter how far we stray, God is always ready to

welcome us back with mercy and compassion when we

repent.
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The Characteristics of God’s Mercy

1. God’s Mercy is Abundant: The Bible teaches that
God's mercy is vast and inexhaustible. Psalm 86:5
says: “For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to
forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that
call upon thee.”

God's mercy is not limited to a select few; it is available

to all who seek Him in humility and faith.

2. God’s Mercy Endures Forever: The enduring
nature of God's mercy is a recurring theme in
Scripture. Psalm 136 repeats the refrain, “for his
mercy endureth forever,” in every verse,
emphasising the eternal nature of God’s mercy.

3. God’s Mercy Leads to Repentance: God’s mercy is
not just about forgiveness but also about leading
us to repentance. Romans 2:4 tells us: “Or
despisest thou the riches of his goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”

His mercy invites us to turn away from sin and turn

toward Him, transforming our lives in the process.

How Should We Respond to God’s Mercy?

1. Receive His Mercy: To benefit from God's mercy,
we must first acknowledge our need for it and
accept His forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 4:16 encourages us: “Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need.”
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